THE CREATOR OF WORKS OF ART 


When did Homo sapiens first become interested in and ca- 
pable of bringing into existence phenomena that are at 
the same time autonomous and aesthetic? Were those Homo 
sapiens who at the end of the last glacial period went 
into caves at Pech-Merle, Cougnac, Rouffignac, Niaux, 

El Castillo, La Pileta, Lascaux among other places not 
with the intention of living therein rather with the in- 
tention of painting the walls of those caves with images 
the first Homo sapiens to be interested in and capable 

of bringing into existence works of art? What can be 
said of the dialectical relationship between the mind 

of man-the-wanderer and the world? What can be said of 
the dialectical relationship between the mind of man- 
the-nonwanderer and the world? What were the intentions 
of.those Homo sapiens who at Rouffignac for example made 
thousands of twisting finger marks--using one, two, three, 
or four fingers--in the wet clay of the ceilings and 
walls of that cave? What were the intentions of those 
Homo sapiens who at Romanelli engraved pieces of lime- 
stone with meanders? What were the intentions of those 
Home sapiens who c. 28,000 B.C. carved from mammoth ivory 
the Vogelherd animal statues (a horse, a lion, a bison, 

a leopard, a bear, a mammoth) and the Vogelherd carved 
female figure? Given the possibility that the accurate- 
ly and carefully carved facial features of the Vogelherd 
horse for example may have been worn down through con- 
stant handling by ice-age man, is it not possible that 
that statue served a purpose not unlike that which is 
served by statues of saints for example in twentieth- 
century churchs (the individual features of which in 

many instances have been worn down through constant hand- 
ling by the devout)? Whatever the reasons why those 
images and artifacts were brought into existence at the 
end of the last glacial period--whether those Homo sapiens 
painted images on the walls of caves and then "killed" 
them in order to get magic on their side prior to 
the actual hunt (as some historians believe) or whether 
those Homo sapiens who painted images on the walls of 
caves did so with the intention of representing the dif- 
ferent ancestral animals from which human groups or clans 
were descended (as some historians believe) or whether 
those Homo sapiens who painted images on the walls of 
caves did so with the intention of representing those 
animals that were regarded by ice-age man as male sexual 
symbols and those animals that were regarded by ice-age 
man as female sexual symbols (as some historians believe) 
is it not true that ice-age Homo sapiens would not have 





